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St. Paul Parish Cemetery 

 

General Rules and Policies 

 

Use of the cemetery shall be restricted to parish members in good standing for at least one year. Exception would be 

the immediate need of a grave site for burial.  Payment is required for burial rights, therefore no holds are done on 

plots without payment. Use of the cemetery shall, at all times, be subject to the limitations, restrictions, and conditions 

of all church canons, rules, regulations, laws and disciplines of the Roman Catholic Church and the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee, either now in force or hereafter enacted.  

The cemetery reserves the right to correct or remove at any time any decoration or planting that is unsightly, 

overgrown or violates any decoration policy. 

This highlights some of the important rules, regulations and policies of the cemetery, but does not present all of them.  

If you have a question, which is not specifically answered here, please check with the parish office. We all have a 

common purpose – memorializing our beloved deceased at their grave while maintaining the overall order, beauty and 

tidiness of our cemetery grounds. 

Cemetery Cleaning 

 

Cleaning periods – spring, March 15th-April 15th and fall, October 15-November 15th.  

The cemetery staff cleans the entire cemetery twice a year. In this process, we will remove and discard all artificial 

decorations from the previous decorating period. You must remove artificial decorations that you want to save before 

the beginning of each cleaning period. We are unable to retrieve a decoration once the cemetery staff has removed it.  

All plantings will be cut back during this time along with trimming of trees, shrubs etc.  

 

Cemetery Decoration privileges 

 

It should be noted that all burials of remains or cremains in the cemetery are on the East Side of the Headstone. 

Only Annual floral plantings are permitted in the area extending a maximum of one foot from the East side of the 

headstone. No Plantings of any kind are permitted on the west side of the headstone.  No perennials, bushes or 

trees are permitted of any kind.  Due to lawn cutting, borders or fences of any kind are not permitted.  The 

Cemetery reserves the right to remove any plantings or additional materials necessary that does not follow these 

guidelines. 

American flags and shepherds crooks may be placed at any grave, as close as possible to the monument. 

 

Other Decoration Regulations 

 

No bushes, shrubs or trees may be planted nor the placement of any objects that interfere with the mowing of the grass. 

 

Donations and Memorials 

 

The cemetery is willing to receive gifts as donations and memorials. They can be stipulated for the operation and 

improvement of the cemetery or as contributions to the perpetual care fund that sustains the cemetery.  

Most cemeteries have a “wish list” of intended improvements, modifications, or enhancements such as trees and 

landscaping, statues and shrines, gardens and flower beds. Cemeteries can accomplish what is otherwise beyond their 

budget by such gifts. 

Return of Graves 

 

Graves need not be kept by families if they are not expected to be used. They may be transferred within a family, but 

they may not simply be sold. Owners have a right of use, not a right of sale. They may be returned to the cemetery 

either by the purchaser or by his heirs for the amount of the suggested buy back price as determined by the pricing 

guide.  Such returns are normally approved and generally encouraged since there is no desire to waste space. 

We thank you for your continued cooperation. 


